
COST OF A NEW
PLANT BIOTECH TRAIT

REGULATORY TESTING AND
REGISTRATION TAKING MORE TIME

MORE POTENTIAL TRAITS
BEING EVALUATED

Discovery:

23%
US$31 MILLION

Regulatory
testing &

registration: 

26%
US$35 MILLION

Average cost breakdown as found by a survey of six 
of the largest biotech crop developers.*

* Source: Phillips McDougall, September 2011.
Access the full survey at croplife.org/plant-biotechnology/regulatory-2/cost-of-bringing-a-biotech-crop-to-market/

EACH YEAR, millions
of farmers around the world 
benefit from biotech crops for 
higher yields, improved crop 
quality and more sustainable 
farming. But getting innovative 
new traits from lab to field 
requires a tremendous 
investment – one that is only 
growing more costly and 
time-consuming.

COMPANIES ARE EVALUATING 1,500+ POTENTIAL NEW CROPS EACH YEAR.
Given the scope of investment, IP protection is absolutely critical to
ensure the future of biotech crop innovations.

Mean number of potential traits evaluated before 2002

Mean number of potential traits evaluated 2008-2012

1,638

6,204

Average before 2002

Average in 2011

3.7 YEARS

5.5 YEARS

TOTAL:
US$136

MILLION

AVERAGE INVESTMENT OF TIME REQUIRED (YEARS)

13.1 YEARSPROJECT INITIATION COMMERCIAL LAUNCH 13.1
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Development:  

51%
US$70 MILLION

1,500+


